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Through this collection of paintings, my aim is to intricately interrogate the 
connotations entwined with the term "Immigrant." When discourse veers 
towards immigrants, societal perceptions often conjure a distinct image, yet 
seldom do we consider that our proximate acquaintances may also harbor 
immigrant narratives. 
As someone who's been through immigration, I want to share the stories of 
these people. The stories come from different backgrounds, and the main 
goal of the series is to give a voice to those who proudly identify as 
immigrants. It also sheds light on the tough situations they sometimes face.  

There are deliberate choices that I made in this series; the application of 
successive layers of oil paint, the inclusion of transparent paper, and the 
strategic omission of segments in the text. These decisions are instrumental 
in portraying the nuanced and intimate nature of the stories being conveyed.  

As an artist, my journey began as a student at the University of the West of 
England in Bristol, where I immersed myself in the world of "Drawing and 
Print." It was during these formative years that I nurtured my love for art 
and discovered a deep-rooted fascination with the timeless creations of 
the old masters.  

For me, light is not just a tool; it's a crucial component of my paintings and 
drawings. 
Light grants a theatrical ambiance to my works, allowing the narratives to 
unfold in a captivating manner. The interplay of light and shadow adds 

 

Close up of “Arafat”, oil paint on gesso paper, 2023 

  



depth, drama, and a touch of mystique, evoking a sense of wonder in the 
viewer.  

As part of this series, the immigrants are interviewed, and an extract of the 
interview is added as text onto transparent paper next to the portrait. 
Some sections of the text are cut out because I wanted to give the 
audience the opportunity to interact with the artwork and complete the 
story based on the information given.  

 

 

Close up of “Arafat”, transparent paper with text on gesso paper, 2023  

 

 



 

“I am an Immigrant” series, picture of installation  



 

“KAAN”Oil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm  



 

“ARAFAT” oil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm  



 

“FLORE” Oil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm  



 

“CARINA” Oil Paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023, 45cm x 55cm  



 

“FRANCESCA” Oil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023, 45cm x 55cm  



MATTEO LORUSSO -	“	NEOPHILIA”	 

“ NEOPHILIA ” SERIES 2021/ 2022 (enthusiasm for what is new)  

GENERAL IDEA:  

With these drawings I wanted to represent particular social events that happened around the world and represent these groups of people in a 
specific time in history and their suffering, anger and fear for their future. 
These 4 groups of drawings, made with mix media (biro pen, markers, spray paint etc.), are the representation of 4 social events that 
happened in the past:  

•	“ TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA”, 2021, these drawings are inspired by photos found in news outlets and online that captured 6000 people 
swimming from Morocco to Spain, in Ceuta.  

• “IN THE MIDDLE OF UNFULFILLED PROMISES”, 2021, these drawings represent the women that attempted to flee Afghanistan after 
the Taliban takeover that happened after the USA military left. 	

• “BETWEEN FIRE AND LIES”, 2022, these drawings captured the people running away from Ukraine after the Russian invasion and the 
beginning of the war. 	

• “WAVE OF VIOLENCE”, 2022, these drawings are a reflection on more than 600,000 migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in Libya, 
and the majority are not in detention. In Tripoli, many are among the more than 59,000 people forced to flee their homes by the 
fighting, which has pitted general Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army against forces loyal to the UN-backed Government of National 
Accord. 	

 
 
 
 
 
 



“TO	THE	OTHER	SIDE	OF	THE	SEA”,	2021	Biro,	marker	on	paper	 

  

50cm	x	62cm	 



 

59cm x 50cm  



 

60cm x 62cm  



“IN	THE	MIDDLE	OF	UNFUFILED	PROMISES”,	2021	Biro,	marker	on	paper	 

 

60cm x 70cm  



 

60cm x 70cm  



 

60cm x 70cm  

 


