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Through this collection of paintings, my aim is to intricately interrogate the
connotations entwined with the term "Immigrant." When discourse veers
towards immigrants, societal perceptions often conjure a distinct image, yet
seldom do we consider that our proximate acquaintances may also harbor
immigrant narratives.
As someone who's been through immigration, | want to share the stories of
these people. The stories come from different backgrounds, and the main
goal of the series is to give a voice to those who proudly identify as
immigrants. It also sheds light on the tough situations they sometimes face.

There are deliberate choices that | made in this series; the application of
successive layers of oil paint, the inclusion of transparent paper, and the
strategic omission of segments in the text. These decisions are instrumental
in portraying the nuanced and intimate nature of the stories being conveyed.

As an artist, my journey began as a student at the University of the West of
England in Bristol, where | immersed myself in the world of "Drawing and
Print." It was during these formative years that | nurtured my love for art
and discovered a deep-rooted fascination with the timeless creations of

the old masters. Close up of “Arafat”, oil paint on gesso paper, 2023

For me, light is not just a tool; it's a crucial component of my paintings and
drawings.

Light grants a theatrical ambiance to my works, allowing the narratives to
unfold in a captivating manner. The interplay of light and shadow adds



depth, drama, and a touch of mystique, evoking a sense of wonder in the
viewer.

As part of this series, the immigrants are interviewed, and an extract of the
interview is added as text onto transparent paper next to the portrait.
Some sections of the text are cut out because | wanted to give the
audience the opportunity to interact with the artwork and complete the
story based on the information given.

ARAFAT,BANGLADESH,28

AT THE AGE OF 17, | MADE THE DIFFICULT DECISION TO LEAVE MY HOME COUNTRY OF
BANGLADESH IN SEARCH OF A BETTER FUTURE FOR MYSELF AND MY FAMILY. WITH ONLY /
ONE-WAY TICKET TO ROME AND A FAKE PASSPORT, | EMBARKED ON A JOURNEY THAT WO
FOREVER CHANGE MY LIFE

UPON ARRIVING IN ITALY, | FACED THE CHALLENGES OF ADAPTING TO A NEW CULTURE A
LANGUAGE, WHICH | DIDN'T KNOW. | WENT TO SCHOOL FOR 6 MONTHS TO LEARN ITALIA
HOWEVER, | WAS FORTUNATE TO MEET KIND AND HELPFUL PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED MI
DURING MY LONELY MOMENTS.

| MANAGED TO GO BACK AND SEE MY FAMILY AFTER 4 YEARS OF LIVING IN ITALY.
| SPENT ALMOST A DECADE IN ITALY, WORKING HARD TO PROVIDE FOR MY FAMILY BACK
HOME

DESPITE ENCOUNTERING SOME DIFFICULTIES AS AN IMMIGRANT, SUCH AS BEING MISTR
BY A BARISTA DUE TO MY LACK OF ITALIAN LANGUAGE SKILLS ( UNFORTUNATELY THAT W

LIAT TLIE ALY EAICARE | | BEMAINER ADATECI I £AD TUE ABBABTI IMITY TA TRALE! Asst

Close up of “Arafat”, transparent paper with text on gesso paper, 2023



“I am an Immigrant” series, picture of installation



“KAAN”Qil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm



“ARAFAT” oil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm



“FLORE” Qil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023 45cm x 55cm



“CARINA” Qil Paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023, 45cm x 55cm



“FRANCESCA” Qil paint on paper and Transparent paper with text, 2023, 45cm x 55cm



MATTEO LORUSSO - “NEOPHILIA”
“ NEOPHILIA ” SERIES 2021/ 2022 (enthusiasm for what is new)

GENERAL IDEA:

With these drawings | wanted to represent particular social events that happened around the world and represent these groups of people in a
specific time in history and their suffering, anger and fear for their future.

These 4 groups of drawings, made with mix media (biro pen, markers, spray paint etc.), are the representation of 4 social events that
happened in the past:

e “TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA”, 2021, these drawings are inspired by photos found in news outlets and online that captured 6000 people
swimming from Morocco to Spain, in Ceuta.

e “IN THE MIDDLE OF UNFULFILLED PROMISES”, 2021, these drawings represent the women that attempted to flee Afghanistan after
the Taliban takeover that happened after the USA military left.

e “BETWEEN FIRE AND LIES”, 2022, these drawings captured the people running away from Ukraine after the Russian invasion and the
beginning of the war.

o “WAVE OF VIOLENCE”, 2022, these drawings are a reflection on more than 600,000 migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in Libya,
and the majority are not in detention. In Tripoli, many are among the more than 59,000 people forced to flee their homes by the
fighting, which has pitted general Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army against forces loyal to the UN-backed Government of National
Accord.



“TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA”, 2021 Biro, marker on paper

50cm x 62cm
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“IN THE MIDDLE OF UNFUFILED PROMISES”, 2021 Biro, marker on paper

60cm x 70cm



60cm x 70cm



60cm x 70cm



